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Amendments to the Drawings: 

The drawing sheets attached in connection with the above-identified application 
containing Figures 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, and 10 are being presented as a new formal drawing sheets to 
be substituted for the previously submitted drawing sheets. The drawing Figures 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 
and 10 have been amended. Appended to this amendment are annotated copies of the 
previous drawing sheets which have been marked to show changes presented in the 
replacement sheets of the drawing. 

The specific changes which have been made to Figures 3 and 4 are to add a bracket to 
each figure. The specific changes which have been made to Figures 5, 6, 9, and 10 are to 
replace "BACKLE" with "BUCKLE." 
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REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the present application in view of 
the foregoing amendments and in view of the reasons that follow. 

This amendment adds, changes and/or deletes claims in this application. A detailed 
listing of all claims that are, or were, in the application, irrespective of whether the claim(s) 
remain under examination in the application, is presented, with an appropriate defined status 
identifier. 

After amending the claims as set forth above, claims 1-8 are now pending in this 
application. Claims 4, 6, and 8 are withdrawn from consideration as being drawn to a 
nonelected invention and/or species. 

Objections to the Drawings 

Figures 5, 6, 9, and 10 are objected to for misspelling "BUCKLE." Figures 5, 6, 9, 
and 10 have been amended with the attached replacement sheets to correct the spelling of 
"BUCKLE." Withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully requested. 

The Office objected to Figures 3 and 4 because "the various parts in Figs. 3 and 4 
should be embraced by a bracket in order to show their relationship." Figures 3 and 4 have 
been amended to add a bracket to each figure. Withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully 
requested. 

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 1 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by JP 62- 
152925 (hereafter "Kijima). This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Claim 1 recites an accelerator pedal device that includes "a belt fastening detector 
configured to detect fastening and unfastening states of a seat belt" and "a pedal reactive force 
enhancer configured to enhance reactive force against treading pressure on an accelerator 
pedal when an ignition switch is on while the seat belt is unfastened, based on a detecting 
operation of the belt fastening detector." Claim 7 includes similar language. 
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Kijima discloses a speed control mechanism that includes a solenoid valve 14 with a 
rod 14A. See abstract of Kijima and Figures 1 and 2. Kijima discloses that when a seat belt 
is not applied, the rod 14A is in an extended state, causing the rod 14A to come into contact 
with lever 7 when an accelerator pedal 12 is depressed, causing the opening degree of throttle 
valve 5 to be suppressed. See abstract of Kijima and Figures 1 and 2. Kijima also discloses 
that when the accelerator pedal 12 is depressed, the throttle arm 9 turns. See abstract of 
Kijima. Figure 2 of Kijima shows that the accelerator pedal 12 is connected to the throttle 
arm 9 while the rod 14A of the solenoid 14 acts separately on the lever 7 to suppress the 
opening degree of the throttle valve 5. 

Kijima does not disclose, teach, or suggest a device that includes "a pedal reactive 
force enhancer configured to enhance reactive force against treading pressure on an 
accelerator pedal when an ignition switch is on while the seat belt is unfastened, based on a 
detecting operation of the belt fastening detector" because Kijima only discloses a device for 
suppressing the opening degree of a throttle valve. The device disclosed by Kijima does not 
"enhance reactive force against treading pressure on an accelerator pedal when an ignition 
switch is on while the seat belt is unfastened, based on a detecting operation of the belt 
fastening detector." Withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1, 2, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,820,895 (hereafter "Levine"). This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Levine discloses a vehicle air bag minimum distance enforcement apparatus, system, 
and method in which the motion of a seat 2 toward a steering wheel 6, or other point of airbag 
deployment, is controlled to a minimum clearance, wherein further reduction of the distance 
between the driver and the pedals 4 is attained by adjustment of the position of the pedals. 
See Levine at col. 4, lines 31-39. Levine discloses devices for adjusting the position to the 
pedals 4 to slide the pedals 4 forwards and backwards. See Levine at col. 5, line 3, to col. 6, 
line 41 . However, Levine is silent in regard to "a pedal reactive force enhancer configured to 
enhance reactive force against treading pressure on an accelerator pedal when an ignition 
switch is on while the seat belt is unfastened, based on a detecting operation of the belt 
fastening detector." Levine does not disclose, teach, or suggest a relationship between the 
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operation of a belt fastening detector and a pedal reactive force enhancer, or between the 
operation of a belt fastening detector and a pedal 4. The control device 99 disclosed by 
Levine does not detect the operation of a belt fastening detector and then control a pedal 
reactive force enhancer. 

Furthermore, Levine does not disclose, teach, or suggest a pedal reactive force 
enhancer. Levine discloses a spring (or other known mechanism) for biasing a pedal 4 into an 
impressed position U. See Levine at col. 5, lines 36-41. However, this spring is not used to 
enhance a pedal reactive force, nor is the spring controlled in response to the operation of a 
belt fasting detector. Nor does Levine disclose, teach, or suggest a device for enhancing the 
biasing force of the spring. Withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully requested. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The Applicants wish to thank the Office for identifying claims 3 and 5 as containing 
allowable subject matter. Claim 3 has been amended to be placed in independent form. 
Claim 5 depends from claim 3. Therefore, Applicants believe that claims 3 and 5 are in 
condition for allowance. 

Applicants believe that the present application is now in condition for allowance. 
Favorable reconsideration of the application as amended is respectfully requested. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone if it is felt that a 
telephone interview would advance the prosecution of the present application. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required regarding this application under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16-1.17, or credit any overpayment, 
to Deposit Account No. 19-0741 . Should no proper payment be enclosed herewith, as by a 
check being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise improper or informal or 
even entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to 
Deposit Account No. 19-0741 . If any extensions of time are needed for timely acceptance of 
papers submitted herewith, Applicant hereby petitions for such extension under 37 C.F.R. 
§1.136 and authorizes payment of any such extensions fees to Deposit Account No. 19-0741. 
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Date 




FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 
Customer Number: 22428 
Telephone: (202) 672-5426 
Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 




Glenn Law 

Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 34,371 
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